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Abstract 
 
 

This paper sought to reaffirm the urgent need for criminal justice reform in sentencing practices in the United States 
of America. According responses of thirty participants in this paper and numerous studies and findings, “a clarion 
call to action in criminal justice reform for African Americans needed now” (CFES, Inc).  African Americans have 
suffered the greatest atrocities than any other people on earth; and yet they are hopeful in freedom and democracy. 
The social unrest of 2020 following the death of George Floyd on May 28, 2020 by a racist police officer in 
Minnesota; along with countless other unjust killings and sentencing of Africans American attest to the need for a 
clarion call to justice in America. More needs to be known today’s public views on racial inequalities and social 
injustices and the need to eradicate system racism in the United States against African Americans. Now is the time 
for action. African Americans are hopeful that with the newly elected Biden/Harris Presidential team in the White 
House on January 20, 2021, that the ‘soul of America’ may truly able to begin the healing process for all people, 
especially those who have suffered so much. 
 

 

1.1 Introduction 
 

“Racism has evolved throughout the years from slavery to segregation to criminalization to mass incarceration” 
(Alexander).  President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, as the nation 
approached its third year of bloody civil war. The proclamation declared "that all persons held as slaves" within the 
rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall be free (hist.com).” In 2020, many African Americans are not free, 
they are imprisoned or locked out of society, according research findings conducted in this paper by the Community 
Family Educational Services Foundation, Inc. (CFES, Inc.). The United States of America has the largest criminal 
justice system in the world and the highest number of African Americans sentenced in the world. As of 2015, the 
U.S. had over 6.7 million under some type of correctional control. 
 

The author of this paper is also the Executive Director and Founder of CFES, Inc., a non-profit educational services 
organization serving in Southern California since 2008. CFES interviewed 30 respondents about their views on the 
need for criminal justice reform. The research focus was on the following: 1) Viewing the past history for African 
Americans in the USA, 2) Current criminal justice state of affairs, and 3) Looking to the future, towards a ‘more 
perfect union.’ America has outpaced every nation on earth in its rate of sentencing and incarceration. African 
Americans have the highest rate of incarceration in the U.S and this is a human travesty.  
 

2.0   Viewing the past history of African Americans in the USA  
 

This paper examined how America got to this place of demoralization and decay and called for ‘justice for all,’ 
especially African Africans. African Americans were freed by the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863, technically, 
yet freedom for many Blacks has not come. “The Emancipation Proclamation, or Proclamation 95, was a 
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presidential proclamation and executive order issued by United States President Abraham Lincoln on September 
22, 1862, during the Civil War. President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 
1863, as the nation approached its third year of bloody civil war. The proclamation declared "that all persons held 
as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall be free (hist.com).” In 2020, many African 
Americans are not free, they are imprisoned or locked out of society, according research findings conducted in this 
paper by the Community Family Educational Services Foundation, Inc. (CFES, Inc.).  
 

2.1 Historical background 
 

Black people were first brought to this country as slaves in 1619, as the primary economic revenue system for 
building and sustaining the New World.  It has been a struggle for Black people from Slavery to Emancipation to 
Renaissance to Racism to Rebirth, to Mass Incarceration.  “Slavery in the United States was the legal institution of 
human chattel enslavement, primarily of Africans and African Americans, that existed in the United States of  
 

America from its founding in 1776 until passage of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865”.  While the institution of 
slavery was not new, it was harshest in North America. “Slavery was established throughout European colonization 
in the Americas. From early colonial days, it was practiced in Britain's colonies, including the Thirteen Colonies 
which formed the United States. Under the law, an enslaved person was treated as property and could be bought, 
sold, or given away” (Langley, 2007). Theoretically, slavery lasted in about half of U.S. states until 1865 however; 
in reality, it was largely replaced by sharecropping and convict leasing.  
 

The system of ‘convict leasing’ as a way of forced penal labor in the United States. Historically convict leasing 
began in the United States as early as 1844 in Louisiana, but it greatly expanded through- out the country after the 
end of the American Civil War and the emancipation of slaves in 1865. The death of slavery brought the birth of 
Jim Crow to Blacks. 
 

Life immediate after the abolishment of slavery bought a degree of freedom for some Blacks, with the passage of 
the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteen Amendments to the U.S. Constitution and Civil Rights of 1866 and 1870. 
The Fifteen Amendment gave African American males the right to vote; and elect their first stateman. This period 
of Reconstruction was short lived; for Whites lost their free labor which was fueled by the institution of slavery. 
Southern whites resisted the new advancements enjoyed by Blacks during this period of life after the Civil War; 
and sought to reinstate White supremacy and domination of Blacks. All of which gave rise to the myth of black 
criminality, increased convict leasing and imprisonment of African Americans. ‘The backlash against the gains of 
African Americans in the Reconstruction Era was swift and severe’ (Alexander, p. 30). 
 

This paper examined how America got to this place of demoralization and decay and called for ‘justice for all,’ 
especially African Africans. In researching the black experience in America from 1877 to 1951, some historians 
would say that this period marks the beginning of “the nadir” which is considered to be the darkest hour in American 
race relations between white and black Americans; however many African American today would agree that 
conditions are still extremely harsh and unfair in our ‘colorblind’ society. 
 

According to research, ‘corruption, lack of accountability, and racial violence resulted in "one of the harshest and 
most exploitative labor systems known in American history. African Americans, mostly adult males, due to 
"vigorous and selective enforcement of laws and discriminatory sentencing," made up the vast majority—though 
not all—of the convicts leased’. Current President of the United States, Donald J. Trump recently stated, “he feels 
no responsibility to understand the pain Black Americans experience and suggested that those who do 'drank the 
Kool-Aid' (Trump, 2020).” 
 

2.2 Current Criminal Justice State of Affairs 
 

According to research, examination of criminal justice system is critical to understanding the social disparity and 
injustice towards African Americans and the U.S. criminal justice system.  Our American criminal justice system 
is supposed to deliver fair and equitable justice to all individuals who have committed crimes; however, criminal 
sentencing policies in the United States show many documented cases of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, 
and related intolerances.  
 

Generally speaking, our criminal justice system, is comprised of a ‘set of legal and social institutions for enforcing 
the criminal law in accordance with a defined set of procedural rules and limitations (temple.edu).” By the early 
2000’s detainment rates had multiplied 3 times as high as in the 1970’s and was outperforming all other nations. 
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The sheer scale and speeding up of U.S. jail development has no equal in western social orders (Roberts, 2004). 
The situation has only grown more dire in 2020. The number of African Americans increased significantly over the 
past several decades, while their population has declined.  
 

Thusly, I concur with author Michelle Alexander, that the new racial caste system “is a system that through 
institutionalized racism has consistently put disfranchised African-Americans at the bottom of a new caste system.”. 
One key finding from this research was work by, “analyses of disparity in sentencing most frequently use general 
felony court samples. Because of this, little is known about the specific patterns of sentencing disparity among 
defendants convicted of criminal homicide. Using a sample of defendants adjudicated guilty of homicide in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, over the period 1995–2000, this research seeks to describe and explain patterns of 
sentencing with reference to legal and extralegal defendant and case characteristics” (Auerhahn, K. (2007). 
 

Overall, findings from this paper concluded, our criminal justice system is currently is truly in need of reform.  
America has outpaced every nation on earth in its rate of sentencing and incarceration. African Americans have the 
highest rate of incarceration in the U.S. And further, “more attention needs to be paid to minorities who are victims 
of crime” (Delgado/Stefancic, 2007, p. 140).  There is a need for greater understanding of the need for criminal 
justice reform to eradicate racial injustices and social inequalities and create a ‘more perfect union’ (CFES, Inc).  
 

3.0 Looking to The Future, Towards A ‘More Perfect Union’/Conclusion 
 

CFES, Inc. interviewed 30 respondents about their views on the need for criminal justice reform. The research focus 
was on the following: 1) Viewing the past history for African Americans in the USA, 2) Current criminal justice 
state of affairs, and 3) Looking to the future, towards a ‘more perfect union.’ America has had a long- standing 
history of unfair and inhumane treatment towards African Americans. 
 

3.1 Findings from Data Collection 
 

Seventy-two percent believed that racial inequalities and social injustices against African Americans are embedded 
within the criminal justice structures of the United States through sustained and systemic racism, and that there is 
no vocal leadership on the issue outside of the “Black Lives Matter Movement.”  Eighty-six percent believed that 
the issue of systemic racism is critical to understanding the social disparity and injustice towards African Americans 
and the U.S. criminal justice system from a historical viewpoint starting slavery through to segregation and now to 
the criminalization to mass incarceration; however, they felt there is an extreme void to educating the public about 
the root and need for eradication of racial inequalities and social injustices.  
 

The criminalization of African Americans, especially males has been long standing American practices which is 
supported by crime statistics falsely showing that Blacks were committing more violent crimes and therefore needed 
harsher criminal sentencing than for Whites committing the same of similar crimes under the same or similar 
circumstances. Racial disparities under the Federal Sentencing needs reforms on the role of judicial discretion and  
mandatory minimums (Fischman, J., & Schanzenbach, M. (2012). America needs a clarion call to action in criminal 
justice reform for African Americans in 2020 -2021 is critical to democracy and ensuring a more ‘perfect union’.  

 

More needs to be known about today’s public views on criminal justice reform, racial inequalities and social 
injustices and the need to eradicate system racism in the United States against African Americans. Now is the time 
for action. African Americans are hopeful that with the newly elected Biden/Harris Presidential team in the White 
House on January 20, 2021, that the ‘soul of America’ may truly able to begin the healing process for all people, 
especially those who have suffered so much; but yet have hope in the American dream. President-Elect Joe Biden 
thanked Black voters in his victory speech, saying “you’ve always had my back, and I’ll have yours (NY Times).” 
 

Executive Summary 
 

There is a clear need for criminal justice reform in the United States of America, in the wake 2020 global ‘Black 
Lives Matter Movement’ following the dreadful and senseless death of yet another unarmed African American man 
by a police officer. This killing took on a global movement for three reasons: (1) Black people are still not free, (2) 
It was during the global Coronavirus (convid19) pandemic, so the whole world was on ‘lockdown’ and (3) It was 
videoed and aired live repeatedly for all the world to see police brutality in plain sight; and with no leadership from 
the White House on either the Covid19 and the racial injustice. ‘Black Lives Matter is a decentralized political and 
social movement advocating for non-violent civil disobedience in protest against incidents of police brutality and 
all racially motivated violence against black people (BLM).’ The author of this paper is Professor of public 
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administration at National University and the Executive Director and Founder of CFES, Inc., a non-profit 
educational services organization serving in Southern California since 2008. CFES Community Family Educational 
Services Foundation, Inc. (CFES) interviewed 30 respondents about their views on the need for criminal justice 
reform. The research focus was on the following: 1) Viewing the past history for African Americans in the USA, 
2) Current criminal justice state of affairs, and 3) Looking to the future, towards a ‘more perfect union.’ America 
has had a long- standing history of unfair and inhumane treatment towards African Americans. The United States 
also has the highest rate of incarceration for African American than any population and this is a human travesty.  
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